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Wouldn’t it be nice if there was no word “late” in the English language? When everything was on time, just like the trains in Swit-

zerland. That would make the life of a local Tournament Director far easier. But we live in a real world and have to deal with the 

word late. 

 

Firstly, there are “Late Entries”. Closing Date has come and gone and then the phone rings or an E-Mail arrives, asking to play, citing 

one of 3 reasons 1) “Sorry missed the Closing Date”, 2) “Only just got the allowance from the boss that I can take a holiday” or 3) 

no reason at all!  

The 2nd reason actually does happen quite often, and therefore we have to have a lenient policy towards late entries. That means 

we accept late entries if they are not to the detriment of the tour-

nament. Some examples: 

 

 If we have 16 players in an age group, then a 17th person will 

probably not be accepted as a late entry. 

 A player wants to enter late and book a package with hotel and 

transport. Unfortunately, we have had to tell the hotel how 

many rooms we need and have given back the reservation of 

other rooms. We could let the player enter the tournament, 
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Swiss Masters Open 2016, Uster 

July 2016 

Rino Mathis 

M35+ 

1 - [SUI] Etienne Kayser 

2 - [SUI] Roland Reitinger 

3 - [EGY] Sherif Rashdan 

M40+ 

1 -  [CRO] Manuel Fistonic  

2 - [SUI] Marcel Straub 

3 - [SUI] Lukas Haenni 

M45 

1 - [GER] Florian Poessl 

2 - [ITA] Alessandro Marcolini 

3 - [SUI] Andreas Fritschi 

M50+ 

1 - [ENG] Mark Woodliffe 

2 - [GER] Uwe Peters  

3 - [SUI] Giorgio Sorio  

M55+ 

1 - [BEL] Jean-Marc Fraipont  

2 - [GER] Felix Paal 

3 - [SUI] Sergio Orduna 

M60+ 

1 - [FIN] Kale Leskinen 

2 - [SUI] Roland Walser  

3 - [GER] Knut Dannfeld 

M65+ 

1 - [SUI] Claudio Hassler  

2 - [ESP] Jaime Velarde 

3 - [GER] Dieter Jörn 

W35+ 

1 - [SUI] Martina Poessl 

2 - [GER] Simone Korell  

3 - [GER] Melanie Kreisel  

W50+  

1 - [AUT] Konny Höllein  

2 - [GER] Felicitas Döhring  

3 - [SUI] Evelyne Matzinger 

The 1st Swiss Masters in Uster opened 

with an visual highlight - the beautiful 

and impressive new Squash Arena at 

Uster with 7 courts and a full glass-court 

welcomed players to their first masters 

event - “this is a Squash Paradise” was 

one of the comments from a player! 

  

Wide space conditions, a huge bag-area 

and in the centre the tournament office 

desk. Well organised, an accurate time 

table, a pleasant and cosy recreation 

area with tasty catering offer.  There 

was clear information on the big screens 

and displays were available on every 

court for the public.  

  

Unfortunately players weren’t able to 

hear nor see the current results, but 

we’ll improve that for next year . It 

would have been nice to visually see 

referees’ decisions, 

something else to think 

about for next year.    

  

114 players (22 ladies) 

from 22 countries com-

peted on a very high 

level and as usual eve-

ryone was very fair and 

friendly. We had 2 peo-

ple to referee matches, 

which is now the Stand-

ard for Masters, and 

which resulted in an easier ac-

ceptance of decisions and avoid-

ed long discussions.  

  

On Sunday we saw some spec-

tacular finals with 3 names ap-

pearing for the first time and 

hopefully not the last time: 

  

Mark Woodliffe, British Open 

Champion, Florian Pössl former 

Bundesliga-Crack and multiple 

Swiss Champion Martina Pössl-

Donatsch! Some great players.  

  

We look forward to the 

2nd  Swiss Open next year. We 

are sure we will overcome some 

of the initial difficulties so that 

we become another highlight in 

the Master Series! 

  

Thanks to everybody who did a 

great job! 

 

Rino Mathis 

Tournament Director 
 

Full results 

Photogallery - Konny, Volker, Peter 

Photography - Matthis 

http://esf.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=8CDD0BE1-0C58-481A-AD5F-4AC0AFD372D6
https://www.flickr.com/photos/133368718@N06/sets/72157670563540061
https://www.flickr.com/photos/squashomaster/albums
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Italian Masters Grand Prix 2016, Riccione 

September 2016 

Davide Babini 

M35+ 

1 - [WAL] Scott FITZGERALD 

2 - [AUS] Mick HOLMES 

3 - [ITA] Filippo MADELLA  

M40+ 

1 - [SUI] Marcel STRAUB  

2 - [CRO] D SPOLJAR  

3 - [WAL] Matthew CROWLEY 

M45+  

1 - [ITA] A MARCOLINI  

2 - [FRA] Nicolas BARBEAU  

3 - [IRL] Michael COWHIE 

M50+ 

1 - [SWE] Jonas ULVSBACK  

2 - [ITA] Luca CABASSI  

3 - [GER] Oliver JANSSEN  

M55+ 

1 - [BEL] J-M FRAIPONT  

2 - [GER] Joachim GERSDORF  

3 - [ITA] Adolfo PAVESI  

M60+ 

1 - [FIN] Kale LESKINEN  

2 - [ENG] Stuart HARDY  

3 - [GER] C BRÖCKER  

W35+ 

1 - [HUN] Zsuzsanna KEKESI  

2 - [WAL] Rhian PENIKETT 

3 - [POL] Ewa BUCZKOWSKA 

W45+ 

1 - [AUT] Konny HÖLLEIN  

2 - [NED] Karin THIEL  

3 - [GER] F DÖHRING  

 

From 9th September 2016 to 11th 

September 2016, Figs National 

Technical Centre of Riccione hosted the 

3rd Italian Open Masters, the tournament 

that opened the 2016/2017 season of the 

ESF’s European Masters Circuit. 

 

The Italian tournament started in 2014 

and was upgraded this year with the sta-

tus of Grand Prix, which gives players 

more ranking points than a normal Mas-

ters Open tournament. 

 

One hundred entries were received, rep-

resenting 22 different nations, covering 8 

age groups - M35+, W35+, M40+, M45+, 

W45+, M50+, M55+, M60+ 

 

An excellent level of players 

entered, many of whom are 

at the top of their respective 

European masters rankings; 

specifically we would like to 

mention the Italian Filippo 

Madella (#1 M35+), the Hun-

garian Zsuzsanna Kekesi (#2 W35+), the 

Italians Isaac Aroyo (#2 M40+) and  

Alessandro Marcolini (#1 45+), the 

Frenchman Nicholas Barbeau (#2 M45+), 

from Sweden Jonas Ulvsback and the Bel-

gian Guillaume Lahourcade (#1 and #3 

M50+), Austrian Konny Hollein (#1 W50+), 

Belgian Jean-Marc Fraipont (#1 M55+) 

then the Finnish Kale Leskinen and Eng-

lishman Stuart Hardy (#1 and #2 M60+).   

 

Many more remarkable players entered 

the Masters circuit for the first time many 

of whom enthusiastic and willing to par-

ticipate in other European circuit events. 

 

201 games were played; matches 

followed one after the other with no 

delays, always on time.  The tourna-

ment was well-organized and well 

controlled by the officials and refer-

ees of the Italian Squash Federation. 

 

The lovely and sunny Riccione wel-

comed all players and accompany-

ing persons who were able to relax 

between the matches. 

 

The Italian Squash Federation would 

like to thank all players and their 

families for taking part in this suc-

cessful Italian Open Masters and we 

hope to see you again next year. 

 

A sincere thank you also to the Eu-

ropean Masters Sub-committee for 

their support before, during and 

after the tournament. 

 

Davide Babini 

IOM 2016 Tournament Director 

 

Full results 

Official Photogallery 

Konny Hollein’s Photogallery  

Videos  

 

http://wsf.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/draws.aspx?id=08E2F494-C4C0-492C-8A5B-1C3BCAE1B0AD
http://www.federsquash.it/italian-open-masters/gallery.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/133368718@N06/albums/72157672696211082
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF9wXM3IXqmOs4IRfYveYe7ZWPYGWJnsS
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Introducing Masters Circuit Sub-Committee 

By Pavel Sladecek  

Pavel Sladecek 

Nationality: Czech Republic 

Role: Chairman 

Responsibilities: Rankings, Posters, 

Website and Seeding 

 

Alan Hathway 

Nationality: British 

Role: Director 

Responsibilities: Tournament Director 

support,  preparation of draws, and 

seeding 

 

Jean-Marc Fraipont 

 

Nationality: Belgian 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Pre-Tournament Check-

list, Tenders and Evaluations, Seeding 

 

Claudio Hassler 

Nationality: Swiss 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Tenders and Evaluations 

 

Danilo del Tufo 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nationality: Italian 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Social Media 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alicja Kulp 
 

Nationality: British 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Newsletter, 

Meetings, Minutes  

 

Martin Wren 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nationality: British 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Guidelines 

 

Unknown 
 

Nationality: European 

Role: Committee Member 

Responsibilities: Marketing, Promo-

tion of Tournaments 

 

 

 

 

Interested in this role, 

then please contact us 

? 

mailto:pavel.sladecek@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
mailto:alan.hathway@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
mailto:Jean-marc.fraipont@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
mailto:claudio.hassler@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
mailto:danilo.del.tufo@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
mailto:alicja.kulp@europeansquash.com?subject=Masters%20Squash%20Newsletter
mailto:martin.wren@europeansquash.com?subject=MSC
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Withdrawals, Cancellations, Walkovers, 

Retired, by Alan Hathway 
Four words that no-one wants to 
hear but are needed at most (all?) 
tournaments.  What is the differ-
ence? 

 
Withdrawal and Cancellation 

“Withdrawal” and “Cancellation” are 
two words for the same thing - be-
fore the tournament begins some-
body, who has entered, tells us they 
cannot play, for whatever reason. 
Depending on when this happens 
and whether we have enough time 
before the tournament starts, any-
thing can happen: the person is re-
placed by “Bye”, we do a redraw (for 
example if a high seeded player 
withdraws) or we change the com-
plete system (for example going 
from 11 (3 groups of 3, 4, 4) to 10 (2 
groups of 5) players. A player who 
withdraws does not appear in any 
draw. And if the player gets a refund 
for the entry fee / package fee also 
depends on when the player with-
draws. 

 
Walkover 

“Walkover” is used, when a player 
does not play a game. For example, 
a player gets stuck in a traffic jam 
and arrives too late for their (first) 

game. This player loses their first 
game. The opponent has a 
“Walkover” to the next round. 
Please note that the player who ar-
rived late may still take part in the 
tournament. Losing by Walkover 
does not mean the player is exclud-
ed from the rest of the tournament. 

 
Retired 

“Retired” is used, when a 
player injures himself during 
the game or even during the 
knock-up before the game. 
This means the player want-
ed to play, but because of an 
injury could not do so. The 
player is not excluded from the tour-
nament – maybe there is a physio-
therapist with magic hands, who can 
cure him!  
 
By the way – a word of warning – 
the Guidelines give us the right to 
award zero ranking points in all such 
cases. And even ban a player for 12 
months if this happens twice within 
a 12-month period. Fortunately, we 
have not yet had a case, where we 
have done this – but be warned – we 
have had a serious discussion on the 
ESF Masters Sub-Committee about a 
couple of cases in the past. 
 
And our greatest problem when or-
ganising tournaments is knowing 
that not all games will be played. 
According to the Guidelines, we 
have to guarantee 3 games, but be-
cause we know what always hap-
pens, we have to try to plan 4 (or 
more) games – which is a strain on 
small clubs with say just 5 courts.  
 

***** 

but they have to organise their 

own hotel & transport. 

 

We want to be flexible but late en-

tries are not guaranteed - at some 

stage we have 

to start mak-

ing concrete 

plans so 

please please 

enter by the 

deadline pro-

vided for each tournament.   

 

Secondly there are “Late Arrivals”. 

In the invitation for the tournament 

there is a starting time on Friday, 

usually about 10:00. That means we 

have practically two-and-a-half days 

(all of Friday, all of Saturday and 

half of Sunday – because we have 

to give the players time to get home 

on Sunday, if they are working the 

next day.) You can therefore imag-

ine the problems caused for the 

local Tournament Director, having 

accepted an entry, when later the 

player informs him that he is arriv-

ing on “Friday late afternoon” or 

even “Friday early evening” or even 

worse “Saturday morning”! 

 

So please be aware that in the fu-

ture , we may have to  start telling 

players who are late, that they can 

play, but have automatically lost 

the first round.  

 

****** 

 

 

A Message from the Director 

Continued from page 1 
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Player Interviews 
Sylvie Lacoste and Karin Thiel interviewed by Alicja Kulp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sylvie from France is currently ranked 2nd in 
W50+ category. 
 
Why do you play in the Masters? 
 
I play for the masters because of the competi-
tion of course, to  compete against players I do 
not have the opportunity to meet often, both 
German and others. But I also play for the social 
side, to see old friends and to meet new ones.  
It’s also an opportunity to visit cities in Europe 
which I have not yet seen - a way to combine 
business with pleasure! 
 
As to which tournament I prefer, well of course 
Krefeld is great for the atmosphere with an in-
credible number of players participating.  I also 
like the European championship - that really 
gives me a challenge.  I still hope to play in the 
world championships - maybe one day. 
 
The last time I won my category was last year in 
Prague.  Now I enter younger categories to give 
myself even more of a challenge, at times win-
ning bronze which is great. 
 
Tournaments are already well organized. - one 
thing I always look for are names of players and 
categories - it’s really important to see who’s 
playing on the courts.   
 
Lastly it’s really good to see new venues coming 
up - Bruges, Cardiff, Bordeaux (my home town!), 
not only to continue with variety but to also en-
courage new players to the circuit. 

 
***** 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Karin from the Netherlands is currently ranked 
2nd in W45+ category. 
 
Why do you play in the Masters? 
 
‘The combination of meeting nice people, play-
ing squash and discovering new destinations is 
very nice! 
 
I like to play when hotel and venue are close to 
each other - Budapest is really convenient for 
that! Krefeld is also good, because the squash, 
food & parties are all together in the same loca-
tion. 
 
One of the hardest finals I have had was 
Hoofddorp last November against Konny Hol-
lein.  This was a very tough match. She had op-
portunities to win but in the end I won, 3-2 for 
me  .   What a match!  But she took her re-
venge in Italy this year - well done Konny! 
 
Improvements? Well, the dates of the Masters 
are not always well planned. Sometimes they 
are very close to each other; for example, the 
National Masters championship of Holland is 
planned also in November; for Italy it is holiday 
every year in September, so for the Italian play-
ers not such lucky date.....  In addition Prague 
and Budapest, and Rotterdam and Bruges are 
very close to each other. 
 
Continue with the Masters!! 
 

***** 
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News and Updates 

Alicja Kulp 

Did you know? 

Unfortunately, no shows on court are becoming 

more and more evident.  As a result, we have to 

start enforcing our guidelines which are as follows: 

If a player:   

a) Has entered a tournament and fails to turn up, 

he/she may receive zero ranking points for the 

tournament  

b) Fails to play out all scheduled matches for any 

reason other than illness or injury, he/she may 

receive zero ranking points for the tournament  

c) Commits either of these offence for a second 

time within a 12 month period, he/she may be 

banned from the ESF Masters Circuit for a peri-

od of 12 months 

As a mark of respect to all players we encourage you 

to inform the Tournament Director if you are unable 

to play.  These guidelines will be adhered to with 

immediate effect. 

Facebook 

Up to date information about Masters Events is 

published not only on the ESF Website but also on 

Facebook in the Group European Squash Masters. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521

270/.  This is the quickest way to be informed 

about: 

 When new invitations are published 

 When the Closing Date is approaching 

 When Seeding and Starting Times are published 

 When the Draws have been published 

 When Photos of a tournament are available 
online 

 When the Rankings have been updated 

 When a new newsletter has been published 

Join up today!  European Squash Masters. 

If you have any suggestions on the content of our 

newsletter to promote and improve Masters 

Squash in Europe, please let us know! 

Dates for the Calendar 

The Swiss Tournament next year has now been 
changed to 30th June 2017 - 2nd July 2017.   

The European Masters International  Competi-
tion (EMIC) will be held Wednesday 30th August 
to Saturday 2nd September 2017 at the Hasta La 
Vista Club, in Wroclaw, Poland.  

Upcoming Tournaments: 

Bruges, Belgium - 28-30 October 2016 
Rotterdam, Holland  - 18-20 November 2016 
Cardiff, Wales - 9-11 December 2016 
Oporto, Portugal - 20-22 January 2017 
Santiago, Spain - 10-12 March 2017 
Prague, Czech Republic - 21-23 April 2017 

All dates are on our ESF Website Event Calendar. 

No Shows - Our Guidelines 

 Marko Kruse played in all 18 tournaments 

over last 2 years!  Well done Marko!  He is fol-

lowed by Guillaume Lahourcade and  

Luca Cabassi who have played 15 each. 

 In the ladies, Birgit Fichter leads the way with 

12 tournaments followed by Felicitas Döhring 

and Helene Annie Linnea Borg with 11 tourna-

ments. 

 The number of tournaments has increased 

from 1 in CZ in 2012 to 11 in 2016 

 We have had tournaments arranged in 13 Eu-

ropean cities to date 

 A staggering 2287 players have entered tour-

naments since the start in April 2012. 

http://www.europeansquash.com/page/25689/Masters-Circuit
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521270/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521270/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521270/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521270/
http://hastalavista.pl/?lang=en
http://hastalavista.pl/?lang=en
http://www.europeansquash.com/calendar/158/Event-Calendar?year=2016&egid=113
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CONTACT 

masters@europeansquash.com 

www.europeansquash.com 

Facebook—European Squash Masters 

 

PHOTOS 

Volker Knerr, Konny Hoellein, and Matthis Fuhrmann  

 
 

You may remember we now have a Tournament Checklist as a way of improving the quality of our Masters 

Tournaments.  As we came to the end of our season, we are now pleased to announce the top 3 for 2015/6. 

 

 

 

 

 

So What Made Them Stand Out?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Points 

Germany 83,81 

Czech Republic 74,49 

Hungary 70,71 

If you want to receive a copy of the newsletter via E-Mail, please contact  Alicja Kulp  

HUNGARY - THIRD 

 The best percentage of non-local players 

 The squash courts are on site at the hotel 

CZECH REPUBLIC - SECOND 

 A high percentage of non-local players 

 Respect to match times and playing 

schedule 

GERMANY  - FIRST 

 The most number of players and there-

fore playing level 

 A physiotherapist present throughout 

the tournament 

 An official referee recognized by ESF 

 The food, available all day! 

Well done to everyone who partici-

ped and supported our Masters 

Tournament Circuit.  Our circuit is 

growing, the standard is improving.  

Thank you to everyone for making 

this happen.  

mailto:MASTERS@EUROPEANSQUASH.COM?subject=Masters%20Squash
http://www.europeansquash.com/page/25689/Masters-Circuit
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149017308521270/
mailto:alicja.kulp@europeansquash.com?subject=Masters%20Squash%20Newsletter

